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3. Asphalt binder compliance
4. Asphalt emulsion compliance
5. Visual inspection
6. Pavement smoothness

39-2.01A(4)(i)(ii)  In-Place Density 
Except for HMA pavement placed using method compaction, the Engineer tests the density core you take 
from each 250 tons of HMA. The Engineer determines the percent of theoretical maximum density for 
each density core by determining the density core's density and dividing by the theoretical maximum 
density. 

Density cores must be taken from the final layer, cored through the entire pavement thickness shown. 
Where OGFC is required, take the density cores before placing OGFC. 

If the percent of theoretical maximum density does not comply with the specifications, the Engineer may 
accept the HMA and take a payment deduction as shown in the following table: 

Reduced Payment Factors for Percent of Maximum Theoretical Density 
HMA percent of 

maximum theoretical 
density 

Reduced payment 
factor 

HMA percent of 
maximum theoretical 

density 

Reduced payment 
factor 

91.0 0.0000 97.0 0.0000 
90.9 0.0125 97.1 0.0125 
90.8 0.0250 97.2 0.0250 
90.7 0.0375 97.3 0.0375 
90.6 0.0500 97.4 0.0500 
90.5 0.0625 97.5 0.0625 
90.4 0.0750 97.6 0.0750 
90.3 0.0875 97.7 0.0875 
90.2 0.1000 97.8 0.1000 
90.1 0.1125 97.9 0.1125 
90.0 0.1250 98.0 0.1250 
89.9 0.1375 98.1 0.1375 
89.8 0.1500 98.2 0.1500 
89.7 0.1625 98.3 0.1625 
89.6 0.1750 98.4 0.1750 
89.5 0.1875 98.5 0.1875 
89.4 0.2000 98.6 0.2000 
89.3 0.2125 98.7 0.2125 
89.2 0.2250 98.8 0.2250 
89.1 0.2375 98.9 0.2375 
89.0 0.2500 99.0 0.2500 

<89.0 Remove and replace >99.0 Remove and replace 

For acceptance of a completed tapered notched wedge joint, the Engineer determines density from cores 
you take every 3,000 feet. 

39-2.01A(4)(i)(iii)  Pavement Smoothness 
For areas that require pavement smoothness determined using an inertial profiler, the pavement surface 
must: 

1. Have no areas of localized roughness with an International Roughness Index greater than 160 in/mi
2. Comply with the Mean Roughness Index requirements shown in the following table for a 0.1 mile

section:
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HMA Pavement Smoothness Acceptance Criteria 
HMA thickness Mean Roughness Index requirement 

> 0.20 foot 60 in/mi or less 
≤ 0.20 foot 75 in/mi or less 

Note: These requirements do not apply to the OGFC surface. 
Smoothness requirements for OGFC are specified in section 39-
2.04A(4)(c)(iii). 

The final surface of HMA must comply with the Mean Roughness Index requirements before placing 
OGFC. Correct pavement to the Mean Roughness Index specifications. Areas of localized roughness 
greater than 160 in/mi must be corrected regardless of the Mean Roughness Index values of a 0.1-mile 
section. 

39-2.01A(4)(i)(iv)  Dispute Resolution 
You and the Engineer must work together to avoid potential conflicts and to resolve disputes regarding 
test result discrepancies. Notify the Engineer within 5 business days of receiving a test result if you 
dispute the test result. 

If you or the Engineer dispute the other's test results, submit your test results and copies of paperwork 
including worksheets used to determine the disputed test results. An independent third party performs 
referee testing. Before the third party participates in a dispute resolution, it must be qualified under 
AASHTO Materials Reference Laboratory program, and the Department's Independent Assurance 
Program. The independent third party must have no prior direct involvement with this Contract. By mutual 
agreement, the independent third party is chosen from: 

1. Department laboratory in a district or region not in the district or region the project is located
2. Transportation Laboratory
3. Laboratory not currently employed by you or your HMA producer

If the Department's portion of the split QC samples or acceptance samples are not available, the 
independent third party uses any available material representing the disputed HMA for evaluation. 

For a dispute involving JMF verification, the independent third party performs referee testing as specified 
in the 5th paragraph of section 39-2.01A(4)(b). 

If the independent third party determines the Department's test results are valid, the Engineer deducts the 
independent third party's testing costs from payments. If the independent third party determines your test 
results are valid, the Department pays the independent third party's testing costs. 

39-2.01B  Materials 
39-2.01B(1)  General 
Reserved 

39-2.01B(2)  Mix Design 
39-2.01B(2)(a)  General 
The HMA mix design must comply with AASHTO R 35 except: 

1. Notes 3, 6, and 10 do not apply
2. AASHTO M 323 does not apply on combinations of aggregate gradation and asphalt binder contents

to determine the OBC and HMA mixture qualities

The Contractor Hot Mix Asphalt Design Data form must show documentation on aggregate quality. 

39-2.01B(2)(b)  Hot Mix Asphalt Treatments 
If the test results for AASHTO T 283 or AASHTO T 324 (Modified) for untreated plant-produced HMA are 
less than the minimum requirements for HMA mix design, determine the plasticity index of the aggregate 
blend under California Test 204. 

Do not use an aggregate blend with a plasticity index greater than 10. 


